NEWLY ARRIVING CORPS OF ENGINEER PERSONNEL TO KUWAIT

On behalf of the Transatlantic Programs Center Forward (TAC-FWD), welcome to Kuwait.  We are responsible for your reception when you get here to make sure that you get in-processed and end up in the right place to carry out your important USACE mission.  This memo will give you some important information on what to expect when you arrive and how to contact us.  You can contact us directly or contact the TAC EOC in Winchester during the process of your deployment.

You will deploy here through either the CRC at Fort Sill, Oklahoma or Fort Bliss, Texas.  At CRC you will receive uniforms, military equipment, chemical protective gear, etc. and get training necessary for your deployment.  At the end of CRC you will be manifested on a military or military chartered flight to Kuwait.  The route and duration of the flight varies.  In the US when checking your bags to Kuwait make sure you tell the military personnel attaching the tag that you are going to Camp Doha.  This will expedite obtaining your bags when they arrive in Kuwait.  Depending upon force protection measures in place, you may be required to wear your body armor (flak vest), helmet, and/or protective mask for travel from the airport to Camp Doha.  When you pack your bags place these items where they are accessible after you arrive. You may be told at the CRC that you will not need civilian clothes.  This is not correct; recommend that you pack at least enough civilian clothing for the duration of the TDY.  If traveling by commercial air ensure your orders reflect additional baggage, as the CRC will issue you three duffle bags worth of gear.

You will arrive to Kuwait through the Aerial Port of Debarkation (APOD), which is the military side of Kuwait City International Airport.  Once you disembark from the aircraft a military administration specialist will ask you to run your ID card through a scanner, so have it handy. You will then load on a bus to vacate the flight line to a central collection point.  At the collection point you will be asked what is your final destination.  Your destination is Camp Doha, ensure you get on the correct bus with your baggage.   There may be semi-truck used to carry your baggage.  Ensure that your baggage is loaded on the correct truck. 

On some days as many as 4,000 personnel arrive at the APOD on dozens of flights. If you have the opportunity, call us.  It will help us make sure that someone meets you once you get to Doha.  At the APOD you can find a DSN (military) phone in the flight operations building. If you are not able to make the call do not worry, we will still find you and take care of you after you arrive.  Every effort will be made to meet you at the APOD and arrange transportation directly to your quarters. You can help us by relaying to TAC your departure times and flight mission numbers (especially if you stop in Germany, etc). Look for Corps of Engineers personnel off to your left just prior to entering the briefing tent at the APOD. 

In the event someone is NOT there to greet you, these instructions will apply. The ride from the APOD to Camp Doha is about 30 minutes.  Upon arrival at Camp Doha you will offload near the Post Exchange and Movie Theater (see large “X” on the attached map).  The TAC FWD Gulf Regional Engineer (GRE) Office is located in the proximity of the large “O” on the map.  We will make every effort to meet you when you arrive, however because of the large numbers of flights and unpredictable delays, it is possible that nobody will be there. If somebody is not at the drop-off point from the GRE to meet you please leave someone to watch your bags and have one or two people come to the GRE office.  The office is about ½ mile away.  Normal duty hours of the GRE resident office are 0600 to 1900 Saturday thru Thursday. If it is after duty hours please call one of the numbers below. Telephones are located at housing office BLDG #5.  Many of our USACE military and civilian employees live on Camp Doha, you can find them by asking any of the housing office staff.  If you still can’t reach anybody you can obtain overnight lodging from the Camp Doha housing office in Building 5 adjacent to the GRE office.  

If you need to call one of the numbers below ask somebody if there is a DSN line available or if you can make an official call on their cellular phone providing they have one.  At the airport, ask any of the USAF guards for directions.  At Camp Doha ask one of the installation reception personnel who should be at the drop-off point.

If you are calling a DSN number from a cell phone or civilian line, the number is 468-XXXX.  If calling from a stateside civilian line you will need to dial 011-965-468-XXXX.  To call one of the cell phones from outside of Kuwait dial 011-965-xxx-xxxx.  Within Kuwait from another cell phone or commercial phone dial the last 7 digits xxx-xxxx.  If calling from a military phone on Camp Doha, dial 99 for commercial access, then the last 7 digits.  If calling from a military phone elsewhere this may vary.

GRE-TAC Kuwait Office

MAJ Hanniff          DSN 318-438-5495, COMM 468-5495, Cell 965-655-6829

MAJ Ciampanelli  DSN 318-438- 2468, COMM 468- 2468, Cell 965-549-5673

Mr. Ron Lee           DSN 318-438-6293, COMM 468-6293, Cell 965-640-8292

               Picture of Mr. Ron Lee who will be picking you up at the airport:
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IPC Contacts and Numbers

MAJ Secrist   001-914-360-5085

LTC Green     001-914-360-6678

Thuraya 88-2165-202-2170
DNVT 302-584-4019
Iraq Area Office

LTC Zillmer/ Mr. James O’ Riley    DSN 822-1504/5

Camp Victory, CPT Malkus              DSN 822-1502
Iraq Recovery Office

LTC Richardson 

DSN 312-265-4038
CELL 011-914-360-7768

MAJ Griffith   Cell 914.360.7754

Basrah Buffalo FEST 

MAJ Mike Darrow   703-693-5887
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